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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 




09/294,847 



Examiner 



Applicant(s) 

MURVEiT ET AL 



Art Unit 



Micha el N. Opsasnick 

The MAILING DATE of th is communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

S forS reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

Failure to reDlv within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by thl Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even «f timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )|EI Responsive to communication(s) filed on received on 2/2/2004. 
2a)EI This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11,453 O-G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-60 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 6 16.19.22-26.28 41 44.47-51.53. 54.56 and 57 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) E3 Claim(s) 52 and 55 is/are allowed. 

6) |EI niaimf^ 1A 7 - g 12 17.18.20.27.32-34.37-39.45 and 58-60 is/are rejected. 
7M Claim(s) 10.11.13-15.21 ?$-31. 35.36.40.42.43.46 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 
since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 

37 CFR 1.78. u . . 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 
reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 11 



4) 

5) 
6) 



Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
Other: 



U S Patent and Trademark Office 
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Part of Paper No. 13 
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Art Unit: 2655 



DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 



1 Claims 52 and 55 are allowable over the prior art of record. 



2. Claims 10,11,13-15,21,29-31,35,36,40,42, and 43 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
n the Unrted States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
Latent bv another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
^2 t SwS^fSM under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for Purposes of this 
^S^S^^ filed in the United States only if the international application debated the Umted 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



4. Claims 58-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hedin et al 
(6185535) . 

As per claims 58-60, Hedin et al T61 85535) teaches: 
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"a 



speech recognition system speech input" as receiving input speech (col. 5 



lines 4-6) 

"processing means first pass results" as first pass performed by ASR (col. 5 

lines 27-30, referring back to ASR, col. 4 line 5 - col. 5 line 1); 

"wherein the processing means first pass results" as switching to a more 

powerful ASR (col. 5 lines 1-5, when the first pass does not perform, col. 5 lines 17-22) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
ectiorT 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
uch *at the ub ect matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invents was made to a person 

Jatg ordinary X in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negafved by the 

manner in which the invention was made. 



6. Claims 1-5,7-9,12,17,18,20,27,32-34,37-39,45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hedin et al (61 85535) in view of Gillick et al (5526463). 



As per claims 1,27, Hedin et al (6185535) teaches: 

speech recognition system speech input" as receiving input speech (col. 5 



"a 



lines 4-6) 

"processing means first pass results" as first pass performed by ASR (col. 5 

lines 27-30, referring back to ASR, col. 4 line 5 - col. 5 line 1); 
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"wherein the processing means first pass results" as switching to a more 

powerful ASR (col. 5 lines 1-5, when the first pass does not perform, col. 5 lines 17-22) 

As per claims 1, 27. H^n et al (6185535) does not explicitly teach limiting the first 
pass recognition to a subset of matches, however, GiUicketaL^^ teaches performing a 
preliminary matching (as a rapid match) before performing a regular match (as in phase III; col. 
7 line 54 - col. 8 line 10). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art of speech recognition to limit the initial results of the Hedin et al search to a shortened list of 
possible candidates before going to the more powerful speech recognition system because it 
would advantageously reduce the amount of computation time needed to eventually find the 
correct match rniUidc et al (5526463), col. 8, lines 5-11). 



As per claims 2,9,32,34 Hedin et al (6185535) teaches: 

"wherein the first pass results corresponding score" as feature matching 

and decision determines a recognized result (fig. 3, subblock 311); 



As per claim 3,33, HeHir, et al (6185535) teaches a decision unit deciding if the RAP as 
performed recognition ,or if needs to go to the server containing a more powerful speech 
recognition process (col. 9 lines 20-35; since there is a presence of a decision making process, it 
is inherent that a certain threshold requirement has to be met to decide that a recognition result 



has been achieved). 





Page 5 

Application/Control Number: 09/294,847 
Art Unit: 2655 

As pe, claim 4, teaches passing along a partia, — «o the 

second^ decision making process - TAP (CO.. 9 lines 35-47); 

As per Cairn 5, He*n^» teaches the showing of Native speech 
expressions (col. 7 lines 40-65) 



As per 



Cairns 7,8,37 and 38, Hedm^ffl) teaches that the resuits cm either he 



omi ttea or selected hased upon the final recognition resuits (col. 1 , lines 1 5-40) 

As per claims 12,39, Hedin^ifM teaches spoken input identified as 



recognizing a 



call' command (col. 9 lines 35-45) 



As per claim ,7, Hedm^uiiM Caches the speech input to he a par. of the WAP, 
(wireless application),(col. 1 lines 20-22, col. 4 lines 1-5) 

As per Cairn 1 8, HeJmeUli^ teaches wireless or wireline application (col. 1 
lines 20-30), col. 4 lines 55-65) 



As per claims 20,45, HedineUd^ teaches: 

« the first pass speech recognition technique speech recognition 

u ■ tv,P hiteer ASR over the smaller ASR (col. 5 lines 1-15). 
techniques" as choosing the bigger AS>k ove 
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Response to Arguments 



1 w 1 ™d 27 have been considered but are moot 

M « of reiection Applicant's arguments pertaining to claims 58-60 have 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. a P f 

a c tv>r the arguments that claims 5 8-60 
been fully considered but they are not persuastve. As per the argum 

^ — ^« H *-----•--*'■*■ fc - < - ,l ■ <,-,, " 

requ „e a pabular - of region «~ ~ * — 

user after an initial recognition. 



Conclusion 



, want's amendment necessitated the new ^(s) of rejection presented in thts 
Option. Wins,,™,^™,^. See MPEP 

A shortened starry period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
.e end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory peHod, then the shortened statutory penod 
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wm expire on the date the advisory action is maiied, and any extension fee pnrsuan, to 37 
CFR 1 136(a) will be calculated from the ntaiHng date of the advisory action. In no event, 
hoW ever, wiH the statutory period tor rep!y expire .ater than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 

final action. 



>. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(to LfonXdraft communications, please MM "PROPOSED" or 

who is available Tuesday-Thursday, 9am-4pm. unsuccess ful the examiner's 

If attempts to reach the exammer by ^^^SL^ phone number 

supervisor, Ms. Doris To, can be reached at (703)305 4SZ . 

for this group is (703)872-9306 application or 

Any inquiry of a general nature <*"^££^*™ te$hone number is 

proceeding should be directed to the Group ^^^Shqs) 306-0377. 

Patent!^ Status 
published applications may be obtained from eit ^ r J^Xvl pAIR only. For 
.formation for "if^jg^ Should you 

Z^^rn" SpA^sysTe^ contact the Electronic Busmess 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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DORIS H. TO 
SUPERVISORY PATENT B^MJft 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



